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ECLAC i s c a r r y i n g out a v a r i e d programme o f a c t i v i t i e s t o promote and suppor t 
t e c h n i c a l and economic co -ope ra t i on among deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s and r e g i o n s , which 
i s conducted a long the l i n e s f o l l o w e d by the Un i ted Nat ions system i n t h i s connec t io i 
and i s accomodated t o the r o l e p layed by the r e g i o n a l commissions w i t h i n the system. 
More s p e c i f i c a l l y , these a c t i v i t i e s are de f i ned by the mandates which the government: 
o f the member Sta tes have g iven t o the ECLAC S e c r e t a r i a t . Th is document examines 
the o p e r a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s per formed s ince the t w e n t i e t h sess ion o f the Commission 
i n compliance w i t h r e s o l u t i o n s 459 (XX) and 460 (XX). 
Recen t l y , t e c h n i c a l and economic co -ope ra t i on among the deve lop ing coun t r i es 
has been the sub jec t o f major rev iews w i t h i n the Un i ted Nat ions system. T h e r e f o r e , 
the f i r s t s e c t i o n o f t h i s document con ta ins an a n a l y s i s o f these rev iews and 
a t t e n t i o n i s drawn t o the main p o i n t s emerging f rom them, which he lp t o c l a r i f y 
the present s i t u a t i o n and f u t u r e p lans f o r TCDC and ECDC i n the system. 
The second s e c t i o n p rov ides a b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n o f the TCDC and ECDC promot ion 
and support a c t i v i t i e s which the ECLAC system conducted i n 1984 and 1985. F i r s t , 
the a c t i v i t i e s conducted a t the r e g i o n a l l e v e l are d e t a i l e d accord ing t o the area 
o f work , and then c o n s i d e r a t i o n i s g i ven t o the a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d ou t j o i n t l y by 
ECLAC and o t h e r r e g i o n a l commissions t o promote and suppor t co -ope ra t i on a t the 
i n t e r r e g i o n a l l e v e l . 
The t h i r d s e c t i o n o f the document con ta ins proposa ls f o r some approaches 
which might he lp t o de f ine the f u t u r e a c t i v i t i e s o f the ECLAC system w i t h the 
o b j e c t i v e o f s t r e n g t h e n i n g the r e s u l t s ach ieved , g i v i n g new dynamism t o the process 
o f co -ope ra t i on among deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s , and hence responding t o the needs o f 
the coun t r i es o f the r e g i o n and work ing i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h r e g i o n a l and s u b r e g i o n a l 
bodies and o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
/ I . CO-OPERATION 

• I . CO-OPERATION. AMONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN THE 
UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 
Dur ing the p e r i o d 1984-1985 a major g l o b a l rev iew has been made o f the a c t i v i t i e s 
o f the Uni ted Nat ions system i n connect ion w i t h t e c h n i c a l and economic co -opera t i on 
among the develop ing coun t r i es (TCDC/ECDC), f rom which va luab le g u i d e l i n e s have 
emerged f o r g i v i n g new impetus t o these a c t i v i t i e s and b r i n g i n g them i n t o c l o s e r 
harmony w i t h the a c t u a l needs o f deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s . . 
The Committee f o r Programme and Co-o rd ina t i on (CPC)5 the J o i n t I nspec t i on 
Un i t (J IU) and the H igh-Leve l Committee on the Review o f Techn ica l Co-operat ion 
among Developing Countr ies have, w i t h i n t h e i r r espec t i ve purviews and terms o f 
r e f e rence , made independent eva lua t i ons .of the way i n which the Un i ted Nat ions 
system has been mob i l i zed t o promote and suppor t co -ope ra t i on among deve lop ing 
coun t r i es and reg ions . 
M o b i l i z a t i o n o f the Un i ted Nat ions f o r t h i s purpose has a l so been a sub jec t o f 
concern f o r the develop ing coun t r i es themselves. I n p a r t i c u l a r , the Group o f 77 
has reviewed the c o n t r i b u t i o n made by the Un i ted Nat ions system t o the a p p l i c a t i o n 
o f the Caracas Programme o f Ac t i on 1/ a t meetings he ld by the In te rgovernmenta l 
Fol low-up and Co -o rd ina t i on Committee on Economic Co-operat ion among Developing 
Coun t r i es , an organ o f the Group o f 77 respons ib le f o r examining the implementat ion 
o f t he Caracas Programme o f Ac t i on ( a t the t h i r d meet ing , h e l d a t Cartagena, 
Colombia, f rom 3 t o 8 September 1984 and the f o u r t h meet ing , h e l d a t J a k a r t a , 
Indones ia , f rom 19 t o 22 August 1985). 
F i r s t , re fe rence should be made t o the c r o s s - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l programme ana l ys i s 
o f the a c t i v i t i e s o f the Un i ted Nat ions system i n the area o f economic and t e c h n i c a l 
co -opera t ion among develop ing c o u n t r i e s , which was examined' by the Committee f o r 
Programme and Co -o rd ina t i on (CPC) a t i t s t w e n t y - f i f t h sess ion and l a t e r by the 
Economic and S o c i a l Counc i l a t i t s second o r d i n a r y sess ion i n 1985.2/ 
The r e p o r t i n ques t ion submi t ted by the Secre tary -Genera l t o the Economic and 
S o c i a l Counc i l conta ins a f u l l rev iew o f the a c t i v i t i e s o f t he e n t i r e system i n 
support o f TCDC and ECDC on the bas is o f i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i n g t o each a c t i v i t y 
c o l l e c t e d f o r t he p e r i o d 1982-1983. The r e p o r t i d e n t i f i e d 711 a c t i v i t i e s which 
have been c a r r i e d out i n t h i s t ime f rame, 273 o f which-were, programme a c t i v i t i e s 
and 438 a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d out under t e c h n i c a l co -ope ra t i on p r o j e c t s . Out o f a l l 
those a c t i v i t i e s , 109 have been c a r r i e d out by the f o u r r e g i o n a l commissions o f 
the developing reg ions 3/ (70 o f them programme a c t i v i t i e s and 39 co -ope ra t i on 
p r o j e c t a c t i v i t i e s ) . 
Some 80% o f the a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d out i n the biennium were r e g i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s 
and t h i s s i gna l s a s i g n i f i c a n t change due t o the growing tendency o f r e g i o n a l l y 
executed p r o j e c t s t o promote h o r i z o n t a l co -opera t ion a t i n t e r r e g i o n a l l e v e l . I n 
the r e p o r t o f the Secretary-Genera l i t i s noted t h a t i n the p e r i o d 1978-1979 none o f 
the r e g i o n a l commissions c a r r i e d out programme a c t i v i t i e s which :promoted TCDC/ECDC 
/ a t the 
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a t the i n t e r r e g i o n a l l e v e l , bu t i n the f o l l o w i n g b iennium ECLAC and ECA were a l ready 
execu t i ng r e g i o n a l p r o j e c t s i n suppor t o f exchanges between t h e i r two r e g i o n s , and 
i n the b iennium 1984-1985 some 11% o f the a c t i v i t i e s o f t he r e g i o n a l commissions had 
i n t e r r e g i o n a l d imensions. 
One o f the p r i n c i p a l conc lus ions o f the a n a l y s i s i s t h a t a l though TCDC/ECDC 
i s a r e l a t i v e l y recen t subs tan t i ve i n t e r e s t f o r the system as a who le , t h e r e has 
been a steady inc rease i n the a t t e n t i o n which t he o r g a n i z a t i o n s have g iven t o t h i s 
q u e s t i o n . I n s p i t e o f t h i s , t he re i s a recogn ized need f o r the o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f 
the system t o concern themselves more s p e c i f i c a l l y w i t h the sub jec t i n t h e i r medium-
te rm p l a n n i n g . I t i s a l s o recogn ized t h a t the scant inc rease i n the resources 
a v a i l a b l e i n t he system i n recen t years p resents an obs tac le t o the f o r m u l a t i o n o f 
new TCDC/ECDC suppor t a c t i v i t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n v iew o f the r e l a t i v e s t a g n a t i o n 
shown by the system's ex t r a -budge ta r y resources . 
The a n a l y s i s draws a t t e n t i o n t o the f a c t t h a t t he f o c a l p o i n t o f i n t e r a c t i o n 
between the deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s and the Un i ted Nat ions system i n the area o f TCDC/ 
ECDC i s s t i l l l o c a t e d a t the n a t i o n a l l e v e l , which r e i n f o r c e s t he importance o f the 
c o - o r d i n a t i o n cen t res e s t a b l i s h e d by the c o u n t r i e s f o r TCDC and ECDC. I t a l so 
draws a t t e n t i o n t o t he importance o f the r e g i o n a l machinery o f the system, cons i s t i ng 
o f t he r e g i o n a l commissions i n t h e i r capac i t y as the guides o f economic and s o c i a l 
development i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e reg ions and o f the r e g i o n a l s t r u c t u r e s o f the 
s p e c i a l i z e d agenc ies , and notes the need t o s t reng then the r o l e o f t h i s machinery 
i n v iew o f the importance a t tached t o TCDC/ECDC i n r e g i o n a l and sub reg iona l p l ans . 
I n 1985 the J o i n t I n s p e c t i o n U n i t ( J I U ) , f o r i t s p a r t , prepared a r e p o r t i n 
which c o n s i d e r a t i o n i s g i ven t o the suppor t p rov ided by the Un i ted Nat ions system 
t o the imp lementa t ion o f the Buenos A i r e s P lan o f A c t i o n on Techn i ca l Co-operat ion 
among Developing Count r ies (BAPA). Th is r e p o r t was t r a n s m i t t e d by the Sec re ta ry -
General t o the General Assembly f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n a t i t s f o r t i e t h s e s s i o n . 4 / 
The J IU r e p o r t i s based on a wide range o f i n f o r m a t i o n ob ta ined f rom va r ious 
sou rces , bo th w i t h i n and ou t s i de t he Un i ted N a t i o n s , and o f da ta gathered i n the 
f i e l d i n 13 deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s o f A s i a , A f r i c a , L a t i n America and the Caribbean. 
The r e p o r t notes t he ex is tence o f a l a r g e number o f l e g i s l a t i v e i n s t r u c t i o n s 
on TCDC i n the system s ince 1978, when the BAPA was adopted. The many mandates 
d e r i v i n g f rom i t have produced a s e r i e s o f vague i n d i c a t i o n s r a t h e r than an 
a r t i c u l a t e d s e t o f measures f o r m o b i l i z i n g and d i r e c t i n g t he system's e f f o r t s . 
I t was a lso no ted t h a t i n the case o f many o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n the system the 
d i s t i n c t i o n between TCDC and " t r a d i t i o n a l " t e c h n i c a l co -ope ra t i on i s no t ve ry c l e a r , 
a l though d i s t i n g u i s h i n g elements and bas i c g u i d e l i n e s f o r TCDC were l a i d down by 
UNDP i n 1979 5 / and by t he H igh -Leve l Committee i n 1981.£/ Another area wh ich , 
i n t h e v iew o f the J o i n t I n s p e c t i o n U n i t , i s n o t a t a l l c l e a r i s t h a t o f t he 
d i s t i n c t i o n between p r o m o t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s , which aim t o s t reng then the capac i t y 
o f deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s t o engage i n a c t i v i t i e s l e a d i n g d i r e c t l y t o TCDC 
( i d e n t i f y i n g p o t e n t i a l f o r c o - o p e r a t i o n ; b r i n g i n g p a r t i e s t o g e t h e r ; o r g a n i z i n g 
t r a i n i n g on TCDC; and c o l l e c t i n g , p rocess ing and d i ssem ina t i ng i n f o r m a t i o n ) and 
/ o p e r a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s 
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o p e r a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s , which i n v o l v e the sha r i ng and exchange o f t e c h n i c a l resources 
and s k i l l s between two o r more deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s . . ' 
I n s h o r t , t he r e p o r t o f t h e . J o i n t I n s p e c t i o n U n i t demonstrates the ex is tence 
o f unanimous suppor t f o r BAPA by the e n t i r e Un i ted Nat ions system, bu t a t the same 
t ime i t notes t h a t the system's suppor t f o r TCDC has i n f a c t been ve ry uneven, t h a t 
the progress. made by the system has been 's low, ,and t h a t TCDC has s t i l l no t f u l l y 
pene t ra ted the system's programmes and ope ra t i ons i n the f i e l d . Neve r the less , the 
r e p o r t r e a f f i r m s t h a t TCDC i s a v i a b l e and s u i t a b l e method f o r execu t i ng p r o j e c t s . 
F i n a l l y , i t shou ld be noted t h a t the J IU a n a l y s i s , i n i t s examinat ion o f the 
c r i t e r i a f o r co -ope ra t i on among deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s conta ined i n the medium-term 
p lans o f the o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n the system, s t a t e d t h a t the r e g i o n a l commissions 
emphasize the promot ion o f co -ope ra t i on among deve lop ing coun t r i es i n many o f 
t h e i r areas o f competence. I n p a r t i c u l a r , t he r e g i o n a l commissions l a y s t r e s s on 
the adopt ion o f p r a c t i c a l measures f o r t he promot ion o f r e g i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n 
c e r t a i n areas o f p r i o r i t y f o r the c o u n t r i e s i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e r e g i o n s , t he promot i i 
o f co -ope ra t i on among the va r ious deve lop ing r e g i o n s , and the promot ion and suppor t 
o f networks o f i n s t i t u t i o n s i n the deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s i n o rde r t o f a c i l i t a t e 
TCDC/ECDC l i n k s . 
The r e p o r t o f the H igh-Leve l Committee, 'which was submi t ted t o the General 
Assembly f o r approva l a t i t s f o r t i e t h s e s s i o n , con ta ins c e r t a i n aspects o f re levance 
he re , i n p a r t i c u l a r w i t h rega rd t o the f u n c t i o n s o f the Un i ted Nat ions system, t h a t 
warrant a b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n i n t h i s paper . I n a d d i t i o n t o r e i t e r a t i n g the 
importance o f the p romo t i ona l and c a t a l y t i c r o l e o f the system i n the a p p l i c a t i o n 
o f the BAPA, the r e p o r t notes t h a t TCDC i s s t i l l a marg ina l a c t i v i t y among the . 
p r i o r i t i e s o f many o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;of t h e system. • . 
I t a l so notes t h a t t o the e x t e n t t h a t t he co -ope ra t i on networks promoted by 
the system are automat ic and f u l l y o p e r a t i o n a l , the member e n t i t i e s i n such networks 
w i l l have a tendency t o i n i t i a t e new c o - o p e r a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s which w i l l r e q u i r e 
suppo r t , so t h a t the c o n t r i b u t i o n o f the Un i ted Nat ions system i s s t i l l needed. 
The r e p o r t a l so draws a t t e n t i o n t o the f a c t t h a t s ince TCDC i s a ma t te r which 
bears p r i m a r i l y on the deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s themselves, an inc rease i n the system's 
a c t i v i t i e s i n t h i s connect ion must n e c e s s a r i l y come i n response t o i n i t i a t i v e s 
taken by the deve lop ing coun t r i es t o inc rease t h e i r TCDC a c t i v i t i e s . I t a l so 
s t resses the need t o s t reng then the n a t i o n a l TCDC c o - o r d i n a t i n g cent res , , s ince the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e . a n d subs tan t i ve drawbacks which are s t i l l p resent i n some cases 
c o n s t i t u t e an impediment, f o r the i n c l u s i o n o f forms o f TCDC i n the c o u n t r i e s ' 
development processes and h inde r the f u l l u t i l i z a t i o n o f t h e i r m u l t i l a t e r a l and 
b i l a t e r a l c o n s u l t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s . 
These cons ide ra t i ons are du l y r e f l e c t e d i n the dec i s ions adopted by the High-
Level Committee, i n p a r t i c u l a r i n d e c i s i o n 4 / 1 , i n which the Committee, i n t e r a l i a , 
appeals t o the o r g a n i z a t i o n s and bod ies o f the Un i ted Nat ions system t o d e f i n e 
more c l e a r l y the TCDC dimension i n t h e i r p r o j e c t s and a c t i v i t i e s , i n so f a r as 
p o s s i b l e . 
/ F i n a l l y , i t 
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F i n a l l y , i t i s app rop r i a te t o ment ion t h a t the deve lop ing member coun t r i es 
o f the Group o f 77 , i n examining t hè c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f t he Un i t ed Nat ions system 
t o the a p p l i c a t i o n o f t he Caracas.Programme o f A c t i o n a t the f o u r t h meet ing o f 
the In te rgove rnmen ta l Fo l low-up and C o - o r d i n a t i o n Committee on Economic 
Co-opera t ion among Developing C o u n t r i e s , h e l d a t Jaka r t a i n August 1985, s t ressed 
the need f o r o r g a n i z a t i o n s and bodies o f the system t o i n c o r p o r a t e TCDC/ECDC i n t o 
t h e i r main a c t i v i t i e s and t o f a c i l i t a t e t he c o - o r d i n a t i o n o f the u n i t s respons ib le 
f o r TCDC and ECDC w i t h each o the r and w i t h o t h e r u n i t s i n the system. 
Wi th rega rd t o t he r e g i o n a l commissions, the In te rgovernmenta l Committee 
took note o f t he a c t i v i t i e s they were c a r r y i n g ou t i n suppor t o f the a p p l i c a t i o n 
o f the Caracas Programme o f A c t i o n , recogn ized the p o t e n t i a l o f the r e g i o n a l 
commissions f o r c a r r y i n g out e f f e c t i v e TCDC and ECDC programmes and a c t i v i t i e s , 
and urged them t o f o rmu la te p r o j e c t p roposa ls s p e c i f i c a l l y in tended t o promote 
TCDC/ECDC a t the i n t e r r e g i o n a l l e v e l . 7 / 
I I . ACTIVITIES BY THE ECLAC SYSTEM TO PROMOTE CO-OPERATION. 
AMONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
A. General c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 
Dur ing the p e r i o d 1S84-1985, the ECLAC system con t inued t o adopt measures 
s p e c i f i c a l l y aimed a t promot ing and suppo r t i ng TCDC/ECDC w i t h i n the d i f f e r e n t 
areas i n c l u d e d i n i t s programme o f work. Co-opera t ion among deve lop ing coun t r i es 
i s b a s i c a l l y a mode o f a c t i o n which c o n s i s t s i n t h e c r e a t i o n and u t i l i z a t i o n o f 
l i n k s among deve lop ing coun t r i es a s ' a t o o l f o r a c h i e v i n g c o l l e c t i v e s e l f - r e l i a n c e . 
Consequent ly , TCDC i s no t l i m i t e d t o any g i ven s e c t o r o r f i e l d o f work , bu t 
opera tes a t a l l l e v e l s o f t h è system's programme o f work. Guided by t h i s concept , 
which i s taken f rom thè bas i c g u i d e l i n e s o f the Buenos A i r è s Plan o f A c t i o n , the 
ECLAC S e c r e t a r i a t has concent ra ted i t s e f f o r t s on i d e n t i f y i n g , deve lop ing and 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g the TCDC/ECDC elements found i n each o f i t s areas o f o p e r a t i o n , at 
bo th t he r e g i o n a l and i n t e r r e g i o n a l l e v e l . 
To t h i s end, i n t he p e r i o d covered by t h i s document t h e S e c r e t a r i a t has 
con t inued t o operate the c o - o r d i n a t i o n cen t re i t e s t a b l i s h e d i n i t s D i v i s i o n o f 
Operat ions t o suppor t TCDC/ECDC th rough the p e r i o d i c p u b l i c a t i o n o f t he b u l l e t i n 
e n t i t l e d Co-opera t ion and Development, pub l i shed q u a r t e r l y s i nce 1981 i n Spanish 
and E n g l i s h and d i s t r i b u t e d t o some i 500 arid 600 r e c i p i e n t s , r e s p e c t i v e l y . I n 
the p e r i o d 1984-1985, t he b u l l e t i n was a l so used t o p u b l i c i z e TCDC/ECDC a c t i v i t i e s 
implemented by the c o u n t r i e s , on t he bas i s o f i n f o r m a t i o n supp l i ed by the 
governments themselves and gathered by means o f ' t he network. o f U:;D? Resident 
Representa t i ves i n t he r e g i o n . 
Another e f f o r t aimed a t expanding and improv ing t he i n f o r m a t i o n on TCDC/ECDC 
was the p r e p a r a t i o n , i n co -ope ra t i on w i t h CÉADES, o f a ca ta logue o f summaries 
(C00PINDEX) o f a l l t he documents r e l a t i n g t o c o - o p e r a t i o n among deve lop ing cóunt r ie ; 
and r e g i o n s , t o be found i n the da ta base o f the ECLAC documentary i n f o r m a t i o n 
/sys tem. A t 
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system. At t he t ime o f w r i t i n g , c lose t o 350 documents have been rev iewed and 
c l a s s i f i e d f o r the f i r s t volume o f C00PINDEX. 
I n a d d i t i o n , i n November 1985 a l i s t o f i n s t i t u t i o n s concerned w i t h ' o r a c t i v e 
i n mat te rs r e l a t i n g t o h o r i z o n t a l co -ope ra t i on was prepared and d i s t r i b u t e d i n 
Spanish and E n g l i s h . Th is l i s t was drawn f rom the m a i l i n g l i s t o f the b u l l e t i n 
Co-operat ion and Development, and i n c l u d e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l , r e g i o n a l and sub reg iona l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , government o f f i c e s and u n i t s engaged i n t e c h n i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n and 
s p e c i a l i z e d l i b r a r i e s . 
Mention shou ld a l so be made o f the a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d out o r d i r e c t l y suppor te 
by the system w i t h regard t o the use o f l o c a l cu r renc ies i n the execu t ion o f p r o j e c t , 
designed t o promote co -ope ra t i on among deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s . I t i s w e l l known t h a t 
the shortage o f resources i n c o n v e r t i b l e c u r r e n c y , which u s u a l l y a f f e c t s deve lop ing 
coun t r i es and i s p a r t i c u l a r l y acute i n the c r i t i c a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic s i t u a t i o n 
which i s s t i l l hav ing an adverse impact on t he c o u n t r i e s o f the r e g i o n , c o n s t i t u t e s 
a se r i ous obs tac le t o progress i n connec t ion w i t h e f f o r t s t o s t reng then TCDC/ECDC 
on the p a r t o f the. c o u n t r i e s themselves. The p©ssible.».u.se o f l o c a l cu r renc ies t o 
surmount t h i s obs tac le has been a ma t t e r o f concern o f the governments o f the 
member coun t r i es o f the Commission,and has consequent ly g i ven r i s e t o s p e c i f i c 
a c t i o n by the ECLAC system i n t h i s r e s p e c t . 
I n t h i s connec t ion , ECLAC worked w i t h UNDP on the i n i t i a l a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d 
out under p r o j e c t INT/83/906 on e v a l u a t i o n o f t he p o t e n t i a l o f deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s 
t o supply a i r t r a n s p o r t f a c i l i t i e s f o r use i n promot ing TCDC i n L a t i n America. 
The aim o f the p r o j e c t i s t o s tudy the. des ign o f a TCDC mechanism f o r L a t i n American 
coun t r i es who l l y f i nanced by n a t i o n a l c u r r e n c i e s . Under t h i s p r o j e c t , a. UNDP 
miss ion c a r r i e d out i n March 1984; r e s u l t e d i n the p r e p a r a t i o n o f a p r e l i m i n a r y . 
p roposa l f o r the des ign o f an a i r t r a v e l s e r v i c e whereby the cos t o f t h i s TCDC 
component cou ld be shared among the e leven c o u n t r i e s members o f ALADl. 
I n . a d d i t i o n , the ECLAC system, th rough the i n t e r m e d i a r y o f ILPES, developed a 
number o f a c t i v i t i e s f o r s tudy ing and p r e p a r i n g t he des ign o f a scheme f o r f i n a n c i n g 
h o r i z o n t a l co -ope ra t i on p r o j e c t s w i t h n a t i o n a l c u r r e n c i e s . I n t h i s connec t ion , 
ILPES worked on t he bas i s o f recommendations adopted a t the f i f t h meet ing o f i t s 
Techn ica l Committee, h e l d i n Buenos A i r es i n May 1983... The .p roposa l f o rmu la ted by 
ILPES envisages mechanisms f o r c r e d i t d i scoun ts and payments c learance 8/ and was 
submi t ted t o the H igh -Leve l Symposium on I n t e r n a t i o n a l Techn ica l Co-opera t i on , 
organ ized by ILPES w i t h suppor t f rom the Government o f Mexico and w i t h the 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n o f the ECLAC Mexico O f f i c e and h e l d i n Mexico C i t y f rom 15 t o 19 
October 1984. On t h a t occas ion , i t was noted t h a t the use o f n a t i o n a l cu r renc ies 
t o s t reng then h o r i z o n t a l co -ope ra t i on i n the region, shou ld no t i n v o l v e the c r e a t i o n 
o f new bodies f o r hand l i ng the funds. I t was a l so noted t h a t i t would be necessary 
t o l i n k the opera t i ons o f the f i n a n c i a l agencies o p e r a t i n g i n the r e g i o n w i t h those 
o f the se rv i ce agencies and hence t o e s t a b l i s h a se t o f j o i n t procedures t o guarantee 
e q u i l i b r i u m and e q u i t y o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n any scheme t o m o b i l i z e resources i n 
n a t i o n a l c u r r e n c i e s . 
/ I t shou l
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I t shou ld a l so be noted t h a t the ECLAC system has ac ted , a t the request o f 
governments, as an i n t e r m e d i a r y i n the f a c i l i t a t i o n o f s p e c i f i c TCDC a c t i v i t i e s 
i n va r i ous f i e l d s . Th is was so , f o r example, i n t he case o f the measures adopted 
by the ECLAC Mexico O f f i c e , which made i t p o s s i b l e f o r exper ts f rom Mexico t o 
p rov ide t e c h n i c a l ass i s tance t o C e n t r a l American c o u n t r i e s w i t h rega rd t o e l e c t r i c a l 
i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n and i r r i g a t i o n and d ra inage , and the i n i t i a t i v e s taken by the 
ECLAC O f f i c e i n Buenos A i r e s t o secure t e c h n i c a l co -ope ra t i on from Argen t ine 
exper t s i n respec t o f aqueducts and sewers i n Cuba. S i m i l a r l y , ILPES ac ted as an 
i n t e r m e d i a r y i n TCDC a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d ou t by n a t i o n a l o rgan i za t i ons f rom Ecuador 
and C h i l e ( t r a d e i n f i e l d s o f f e r i n g r e c i p r o c a l advantages f o r bo th c o u n t r i e s ) , 
Paraguay and B r a z i l ( p o s s i b l e es tab l i shment o f a co -ope ra t i on programme i n s o c i a l 
p o l i c i e s , techno logy and employment i n the soya and wheat complex) and Colombia and 
Paraguay ( l o n g - d i s t a n c e educa t ion t o promote l i t e r a c y ) . 
F i n a l l y , c o - o p e r a t i o n between the c o u n t r i e s o f the Caribbean subreg ion and 
those o f t h e r e s t o f t he r e g i o n , which i s an ongoing concern w i t h i n t he a c t i v i t i e s 
c a r r i e d bu t by ECLAC, was a l s o the s u b j e c t o f s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n on the p a r t o f the 
S e c r e t a r i a t . The a c t i o n taken i n t h i s connec t ion has been based on s t u d i e s aimed 
a t the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o b r i n g about c l ose r co -ope i 'a t ion between 
L a t i n America and the Car ibbean i n s e l e c t e d a reas , conducted by ECLAC i n 1983-1984 
and c o - o r d i n a t e d by t he ECLAC Subreg iona l Headquarters f o r the Caribbean i n Por t o f 
Spain. These s tud ies> Tihich were r e p o r t e d t o the Commission a t i t s t w e n t i e t h 
s e s s i o n , marked the comple t ion o f the p r e p a r a t o r y phase o f a programme o f work 
i n t h i s connec t ion . 
A t i t s e i g h t h and n i n t h sessions ( P o r t - a u - P r i n c e , H a i t i , 6 t o 12 June 1984, 
and Por t o f Spa in , T r i n i d a d and Tobago, 29 May t o 4 June 1985) , the Caribbean ' 
Development and Co-opera t ion Committee examined the r e l a t i o n s between the Caribbean 
and L a t i n America. At t he l a t t e r sess i on , t h e S e c r e t a r i a t r e p o r t e d on progress 
expected i n the immediate f u t u r e as à r e s u l t o f t he i n i t i a t i v e s taken i n va r i ous 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f L a t i n America and w i t h c o u n t r i e s i n d i v i d u a l l y . 
The ECLAC Subreg iona l Headquarters f o r the Car ibbean, pursuant t o agreements 
adopted, by CDCC i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 20 ( I X ) , has en te red i n t o c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the 
member c o u n t r i e s o f CDCC t o i d e n t i f y s p e c i f i c co -ope ra t i on p r o j e c t s , w i t h i n the 
Caribbean subreg ion and between t h a t subreg ion and some c o u n t r i e s o f L a t i n America, 
which w i l l make i t p o s s i b l e t o m o b i l i z e resources f rom the Un i ted Nat ions system 
and n a t i o n a l coun te rpa r t i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
I n t h i s r e s p e c t , i t shou ld be noted t h a t encouragement has been g i ven t o the 
imp lementa t ion o f a c o - o p e r a t i o n programme between A rgen t i na and the Organ iza t i on 
o f Eas tern Caribbean Sta tes (OECS), and concre te express ion has been g i ven t o a 
programme i n the sphere o f a g r i c u l t u r e between A rgen t i na and the Eng l i sh -speak ing 
Caribbean c o u n t r i e s . At the same t i m e , c o - o p e r a t i o n has been arranged between 
o t h e r L a t i n American c o u n t r i e s and c o u n t r i e s o f the Car ibbean, which i s expected 
t o take concre te form d u r i n g a workshop t o be h e l d i n Barbados a t the end o f 
March 1986. I n the f i e l d o f sc ience and techno logy , s teps are be ing taken t o 
t i g h t e n t h e o p e r a t i o n a l l i n k s between the Caribbean Counc i l f o r Science and 
Technology, SELA and o t h e r L a t i n American r e g i o n a l and sub reg iona l bodies and 
i n d i v i d u a l c o u n t r i e s . I n a d d i t i o n , a seminar was sponsored, i n c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h 
UNESCO, on i n f o r m a t i o n concern ing research a c t i v i t i e s o f i n t e r e s t t o the e n t i r e 
/ r e g i o n , i n 
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r e g i o n , i n which L a t i n American and Caribbean c o u n t r i e s p a r t i c i p a t e d . Wi th rega rd 
t o t r a d e i n f o r m a t i o n , t he Caribbean Documentat ion Centre has e s t a b l i s h e d con tac t 
w i t h t he L a t i n American Trade I n f o r m a t i o n Network w i t h a view t o e s t a b l i s h i n g a 
s i m i l a r system i n t he Caribbean sub reg ion . F i n a l l y , encouragement has been g iven 
t o co -ope ra t i on between the Caribbean and L a t i n America i n a number o f s e c t o r a l 
a c t i v i t i e s , among which ment ion shou ld be made o f a g r i c u l t u r a l r esea rch , t he 
r e l a t i o n s h i p between tou r i sm and the env i ronment , documentat ion and i n f o r m a t i o n 
f o r p l ann ing . 
B. A c t i v i t i e s (by s e c t o r s ) a t the r e g i o n a l l e v e l 
1. Co-opera t ion i n t r a n s p o r t and f a c i l i t a t i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a d e 
The e x i s t i n g t r a n s p o r t i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i n L a t i n America and the q u a l i t y and q u a n t i t y 
o f roads , highways and r a i l connect ions are no t up t o the s tandard des i r ed f o r 
n a t i o n a l development and r e g i o n a l i n t e g r a t i o n , though they do no t c o n s t i t u t e a 
s i g n i f i c a n t b a r r i e r t o those a ims. I t has , however, become p a r t i c u l a r l y e v i d e n t , 
as i n t e r n a t i o n a l highway t r a n s p o r t has grown i n impor tance, t h a t t he scanty e x i s t i n g 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e and the presence o f n o n - t a r i f f b a r r i e r s are a se r i ous 
obs tac le t o t r a d e among the c o u n t r i e s o f the r e g i o n and t o t h e i r economic i n t e g r a t i o n 
I n v iew o f these prob lems, ECLAC prepared a s tudy e n t i t l e d "Transpor te i n t e r -
nac iona l por c a r r e t e r a en e l Cono Sur" 9/ w i t h a v iew t o d e t e c t i n g e x i s t i n g 
problems and propos ing co -ope ra t i on i n i t i a t i v e s t o promote i n t r a - r e g i o n a l t r a d e . 1 0 / 
I n December 1084, ECLAC h e l d c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h r a i l w a y companies and a 
number o f t r a n s p o r t , customs and f o r e i g n t r a d e a u t h o r i t i e s o f B r a z i l w i t h the 
o b j e c t i v e o f i n i t i a t i n g t he a c t i o n p rov i ded f o r i n t he Plan o f A c t i o n _ o f t he 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r a i l t r a n s p o r t p r o j e c t f o r the Río Negro-Buenos A i res -Sao Paulo 
C o r r i d o r . Poss ib le a c t i v i t i e s f o r p romot ing and suppo r t i ng c o - o p e r a t i o n by ECLAC 
i nc l ude the c r e a t i o n o f an ove r land expo r t c o r r i d o r between B r a z i l and A r g e n t i n a , 
the s o l u t i o n o f o p e r a t i o n a l problems h i n d e r i n g t he t r a n s p o r t o f i r o n and s t e e l 
products by r a i l f rom B r a z i l t o A r g e n t i n a , t h e conduc t ing o f t e s t s i n respec t o f 
the i n i t i a t i o n o f a r e g u l a r s e r v i c e between Sao Paulo and Uruguayana and the 
p repa ra t i on o f a p r o j e c t by t he L a t i n American Rai lways A s s o c i a t i o n (ALAF), i n 
co -ope ra t i on w i t h ECLAC, aimed a t t he es tab l i shment o f a Convent ion on I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
R a i l T ranspor t between A rgen t i na and B r a z i l . 
W i t h i n the framework o f the c o - o p e r a t i o n agreement w i t h t h e Board o f the 
Cartagena Agreement (JUNAC), ECLAC prepared a s tudy e n t i t l e d "Sistema de t r á n s i t o 
para l a s mercancías de B o l i v i a a t r a v é s d e l Perú po r e l pue r to de l i o " . 1 1 / I n 
t h i s s tudy c o n s i d e r a t i o n was g i ven t o s u i t a b l e rou tes f o r us ing the Peruv ian p o r t 
f a c i l i t i e s a t I l o t o he lp t o so l ve t h e t r a n s p o r t problems due t o B o l i v i a ' s 
land locked p o s i t i o n . The s tudy a l so envisages s p e c i f i c c o - o p e r a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s 
between Peru and B o l i v i a which would b e n e f i t bo th B o l i v i a ' s i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r ade 
and the development o f the department o f Moquegua i n Peru. 
/ I n June 
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I n June 1984, ECLAC pub l i shed a study e n t i t l e d ^Gu ide l ines f o r the e v a l u a t i o n 
o f t ranshipment o p p o r t u n i t i e s : The case o f S t . Luc ia " ,12/ r e l a t i n g i n p a r t i c u l a r 
t o the t ransh ipment o f d r y - b u l k g r a i n s . The impor ts o f wheat , maize and soya made 
by the Caribbean and C e n t r a l American c o u n t r i e s cou ld p rov ide the commercial basis, 
needed f o r t h e execu t i on o f a sub reg iona l operat ion, t o a c q u i r e , t r a n s p o r t and 
t r a n s h i p bu l k g r a i n s . 
W i t h i n t h e framework o f the p r o j e c t i n i t i a t e d by ECLAC i n 1985 on economic 
c o - o p e r a t i o n among L a t i n American and Caribbean c o u n t r i e s f o r the es tab l i shment o f 
i n t e r i o r f r e i g h t t e rm ina ls , - .wh ich i s suppor ted by the Government o f the Nether lands , 
two seminars were h e l d on o p e r a t i o n a l aspects o f the TIR Convent ion. A seminar on 
customs t r a n s i t i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l f r e i g h t t r a n s p o r t , h e l d a t Bogotá on 22 and 23 
A p r i l 1985, was o rgan ized j o i n t l y ' by ECLAC and the Counc i l o f Mar i t ime and A i r 
T ranspor t Users (CUTMA). The.meet ing concen t ra ted on b a s i c concepts o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
customs t r a n s i t , t he need f o r . i n s t i t u t i o n a l suppor t i n coping w i t h new t r a n s p o r t 
t echno log ies and the p o s i t i o n o f the Andean Group and Southern Cone coun t r ies , w i t h 
respec t t o the o p e r a t i o n o f the TIR Convent ion. A seminar w i t h the same t i t l e , 
o rgan ized i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the M i n i s t r y o f T ranspor t and Communications of-
Venezuela, was h e l d i n Caracas on 25 and 26 A p r i l 1985. Th is seminar covered, i n 
a d d i t i o n t o the t o p i c s ment ioned above, the s i t u a t i o n i n respec t o f customs t r a n s i t 
i n t he f o r e i g n t r a d e o f Venezuela and the ALADI p a r t i a l - s c o p e agreement on the 
a p p l i c a t i o n o f t he TIR Convent ion. 
F i n a l l y , i n response t o a request f rom the Highways Department o f the M i n i s t r y 
o f P u b l i c Works o f C h i l e , ECLAC prov ided t e c h n i c a l suppor t f o r a t r a i n i n g programme 
opera ted by t he M i n i s t r y f o r c i v i l se rvan ts f rom the Repub l ic o f Panama. The 
programme opera ted between September and December 1985 and was aimed a t t r a i n i n g 
the v i s i t i n g t e c h n i c i a n s i n t he use o f the highway des ign model and maintenance 
s tandards developed by the World Bank. 
2. Co-opera t ion i n the f i e l d o f n a t u r a l resources . 
I n 1985 ECLAC se t i n mot ion t h e a c t i v i t i e s under the h o r i z o n t a l co -ope ra t i on p r o j e c t 
on the imp lementa t ion o f p r o j e c t s on water resou rces , wh ich i s suppor ted by the 
Government o f the Federa l Republ ic o f Germany. The o v e r a l l o b j e c t i v e o f t h i s p r o j e c t 
i s t o l a y the bases f o r improv ing t he ope ra t i on and c o n t r o l o f p r o j e c t s i n t he water 
resources s e c t o r and a l s o t o c o n t r i b u t e t o the management and conserva t ion o f 
env i ronmenta l resources i n wate r bas ins o f t he r e g i o n th rough the exchange o f 
exper iences among concerned c o u n t r i e s o f L a t i n America. The p r o j e c t w i l l make i t 
p o s s i b l e to- i d e n t i f y t e c h n i c a l co -ope ra t i on o p t i o n s among n a t i o n a l agencies 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the imp lementa t ion o f p r o j e c t s on water resources , eva lua te poss ib le 
ways o f improv ing t r a i n i n g i n t h i s f i e l d , and s tudy t he f e a s i b i l i t y o f e s t a b l i s h i n g 
a system f o r exchanging i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t he execu t ion o f p r o j e c t s r e l a t e d t o such 
resou rces . 
A lso i n 1985, work was begun under t he p r o j e c t on the p l ann ing and management 
o f water resources i n h igh -mounta in bas ins o f L a t i n Amer ica, w i t h the he lp o f a 
c o n t r i b u t i o n f rom the Government o f I t a l y . The purpose o f the p r o j e c t i s t o promote 
t e c h n i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n among c o u n t r i e s i n the Andean sub reg ion , w i t h a v iew t o 
improv ing the machinery f o r p l ann ing and m o n i t o r i n g water resources i n h igh-mounta in 
/ b a s i n s . I n 
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bas ins . I n t he design o f t h i s p r o j e c t , s p e c i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n has been g i ven t o the 
f a c t t h a t these bas ins make up a cons iderab le amount o f the l and su r face o f L a t i n 
America and are popu la ted main ly by r u r a l groups o f h igh demographic d e n s i t y who 
are u s u a l l y marg inated f rom the development p rocess , a l l o f which has had 
repercuss ions on t h e h i g h r a t e o f d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f the ecosystems i n these bas ins . 
As one o f i t s h o r i z o n t a l co -ope ra t i on a c t i v i t i e s i n suppor t o f t he 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l D r i n k i n g Water Supply and S a n i t a t i o n Decade i n L a t i n America and the 
Car ibbean, ECLAC made a sys temat ic a n a l y s i s o f the t e c h n i c a l co -ope ra t i on 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s and requi rements o f the c o u n t r i e s o f the r e g i o n i n t h i s connec t i on , 
t a k i n g account o f geograph ica l p r o x i m i t y , t he s p e c i f i c type o f co -ope ra t i on a v a i l a b l e 
o r r e q u i r e d , and the e x i s t i n g c a p a c i t i e s i n the va r i ous f i e l d s o f water resource 
development. Subsequent ly , ECLAC worked w i t h PAHO/WHO i n the promot ion o f 
co -ope ra t i on p r o j e c t s i n t h i s connec t ion . 
ECLAC and ALADI, under the auspices o f the European Economic Community (EEC) 
and w i t h support f rom the M i n i s t r y o f Mines o f the Argen t ine Repub l i c , o rgan ized 
a meet ing o f m in ing and m e t a l l u r g i c a l en t repreneurs o f L a t i n Amer ica, which took 
p lace i n Buenos A i r e s i n September 1985. A t t h i s meet ing , p r i o r i t y areas and 
ope ra t i ng mechanisms were i d e n t i f i e d f o r the i n i t i a t i o n o f s p e c i f i c h o r i z o n t a l 
co -ope ra t i on and v e r t i c a l i n t e g r a t i o n s t u d i e s and programmes i n connect ion w i t h 
m in ing p roduc t i on and complementat ion between e x t r a c t i v e i n d u s t r i e s and s u p p l i e r s 
o f i npu t s o f c a p i t a l goods and se rv i ces f o r t h e min ing and m e t a l l u r g y s e c t o r . 
ECLAC and the s e c r e t a r i a t o f the Un i ted Nat ions Conference f o r the Promotion 
o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l Co-opera t ion i n the Peacefu l Uses o f Nuc lear Energy o rgan ized a 
meet ing o f exper ts i n the r e g i o n a t ECLAC headquarters i n Sant iago . Ch i l e f rom 15 
t o 18 A p r i l 1985. ECLAC presented a bas i c document f o r t h i s meet ing e n t i t l e d 
"Energía nuc lear en Colombia, Mexico, Venezuela, B o l i v i a y Ecuador, y pe rspec t i vas 
de cooperación r e g i o n a l " , i n which the energy p o l i c y o f each o f the c o u n t r i e s 
mentioned i s analysed and p o s s i b l e h o r i z o n t a l c o - o p e r a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s are desc r ibed 
i n the l i g h t o f each c o u n t r y ' s c a p a c i t y and demand.13/ 
3. Co-opera t ion i n t r a d e and expor t f i n a n c i n g 
As p a r t o f the p r o j e c t on t he es tab l i shment and s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f expo r t c r e d i t 
f i n a n c i n g and insurance mechanisms c a r r i e d ou t by ECLAC w i t h he lp f rom the Government 
o f the Ne ther lands , the second Round Table on Expor t C r e d i t F inanc ing and 
Insurance 14/ was h e l d a t ECLAC headquar ters f rom 23 t o 25 May 1984 and a t tended 
by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 10 c o u n t r i e s o f the r e g i o n and o f t h e In te r -Amer i can 
Development Bank ( I D B ) , t he Andean Development Co rpo ra t i on (CAF), the L a t i n American 
Export Bank (BLADEX), the L a t i n American A s s o c i a t i o n o f Finance and Development 
I n s t i t u t i o n s (ALIDE) and the World Bank. 
The sécond Round Table was h e l d t o cons ider the c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n w i t h rega rd 
t o expor t , f i n a n c i n g and t o s tudy c o n d i t i o n s i n c o u n t r i e s whose i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i n 
t h a t respec t i s weak, incomple te o r n o n - e x i s t e n t . D iscuss ions were a l so h e l d on 
the p o s s i b i l i t y o f e s t a b l i s h i n g h o r i z o n t a l c o - o p e r a t i o n programmes and promot ing 
new r e g i o n a l mechanisms i n t h i s f i e l d . 
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I n the Qui to Dec la ra t i on and the Plan.of Action adopted at the L a t i n American 
Economic Conference ( Q u i t o , 9-13 January 1984) ;, i n the d r a f t i n g o f which ECLAC and 
the L a t i n American Economic System ( S E L A p l a y e d an a c t i v e r o l e , the s t reng then ing 
o f i n t r a - r e g i o n a l co -opera t ion was h i g h l i g h t e d as a bas ic sub jec t f o r j o i n t a c t i o n 
among the coun t r ies o f the reg ion i n o rder t o ideal w i t h the c r i t i c a l economic 
s i t u a t i o n now exper ienced t o some degree o r o the r by a l l the count r ies o f L a t i n 
America and the Caribbean. With regard t o . t h e promot ion and support Qf ECDC, ECLAC 
r e s o l u t i o n 459 (XX) r e f e r s s p e c i f i c a l l y t o the need t o co-operate i n the 
implementat ion o f the i tems agreed t o i n the Qui to Plan o f A c t i o n . For t h i s 
purpose, and a lso w i t h i n the framework o f the r e s o l u t i o n s adopted at the second 
meet ing o f the Counc i l o f M i n i s t e r s o f the L a t i n American I n t e g r a t i o n Assoc ia t ion 
(26 and 27 A p r i l 1984), ECLAC prepared a r e p o r t i n which n o n - t a r i f f r e s t r i c t i o n s 
a p p l i e d t o i n t r a - r e g i o n a l t rade were c l a s s i f i e d , t h e i r e f f e c t s on t rade were examined 
and var ious ways o f reduc ing such r e s t r i c t i o n s were, suggested.15/ For the same 
purpose, ECLAC a lso prepared two s tud ies ana lys ing the d i f f e r e n t forms and p r a c t i c a l 
a p p l i c a t i o n s o f counter - t rade, i n t r ansac t i ons between the coun t r ies concerned.16/ 
S i m i l a r l y , w i t h i n the framework o f the Qui to Plan o f Ac t i on and the reso lu t i ons 
adopted a t the s i x t h sess ion o f UNCTAD, ECLAC prepared a number o f s tud ies on 
p r o t e c t i o n i s m i n se lec ted sec to rs o f concern t o the r e g i o n , i n c l u d i n g s t e e l , copper, 
t e x t i l e s , l e a t h e r , sugar and meat. For the purposes o f the present document, i t i s 
wor th n o t i n g t h a t i n these s tud ies cons ide ra t i on i s g iven t o the components o f a 
s t r a t e g y which might .be adopted by the coun t r ies o f L a t i n America t o counterbalance 
p r o t e c t i o n i s t measures o f t h i s t ype . 
4. Co-operat ion i n the f i e l d o f c a p i t a l goods 
The second Meeting o f Exper ts on C a p i t a l Goods I n d u s t r i e s i n L a t i n America was he ld 
a t ECLAC headquarters i n Sant iago , C h i l e , f rom .4 to. 6 March 1985, under the 
sponsorship o f ECLAC. and i n co -opera t ion w i t h UNIDO and UNDP. Par t i c i pan ts , inc luded, 
exper ts f rom A rgen t i na , B o l i v i a , B r a z i l , C h i l e , Colombia, the Dominican Repub l i c , 
Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru and Venezuela. 
The meeting o f exper ts examined problems r e l a t e d t o the demand f o r c a p i t a l 
goods i n the e l e c t r i c power genera t ion and d i s t r i b u t i o n sector i n L a t i n America, 
the p o s s i b i l i t y f o r n a t i o n a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n .and r e g i o n a l complementar i t y . in s u p p l i e s , 
the scope and poss ib le mechanisms f o r use o f the purchasing power o f the e l e c t r i c i t y 
sec to r i n the development o f the c a p i t a l goods i n d u s t r y , and the prospects f o r 
r e g i o n a l and i n t e r r e g i o n a l co -opera t ion i n the p roduc t ion and supply o f e l e c t r i c 
power genera t ion and t r ansm iss ion equipment. 
At t h i s meeting a t t e n t i o n was a lso drawn t o the,,need to. e s t a b l i s h machinery 
f o r g i v i n g o f f i c i a l r e c o g n i t i o n t o seals o f q u a l i t y i n l i n e • yiith. the standards 
p r e v a i l i n g i n the r e g i o n , p repar ing codes o f t e c h n i c a l standards app l i cab le t o 
r e g i o n a l t r ade i n c a p i t a l goods, and e s t a b l i s h i n g c l o s e r r e l a t i o n s among i n d u s t r i a l 
f i r m s f o r the purpose o f i nc reas ing the complementar i ty o f spec i a l i zed p roduc t i on 
and f a c i l i t a t i n g the h o r i z o n t a l d isseminat ion o f i n d u s t r i a l techno logy , i n support 
o f t he work done i n t h i s f i e l d by the L a t i n American A s s o c i a t i o n f o r C a p i t a l 
Goods (ALABIC). 
/ 5 . Co-operat ion 
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5. Co-operat ion a c t i v i t i e s i n economic and s o c i a l p l ann ing 
The L a t i n American and Caribbean I n s t i t u t e f o r Economic and S o c i a l P lann ing (ILPES) 
and ECLAC have cont inued t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s designed t o s t reng then the INFOPLAN 
p r o j e c t , which i s suppor ted by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development Research Centre 
(IDRC) o f Canada. 
Since e n t e r i n g i n t o o p e r a t i o n i n 1979, the INFOPLAN system has been viewed 
as a p r a c t i c a l dev ice f o r enab l i ng t he p l ann ing m i n i s t r i e s o f L a t i n America and 
the Caribbean t o co-operate through t h e exchange o f documents and i n f o r m a t i o n on 
p r a c t i c a l exper ience acqu i red by t he c o u n t r i e s o f the r e g i o n . Among the achievement? 
r e a l i z e d by the INFOPLAN system.*: ment ion may be made o f the c r e a t i o n o f n a t i o n a l 
p lann ing i n f o r m a t i o n networks (NAPLAN n e t w o r k s ) , based f o r the most p a r t on the 
documentation cent res o f p u b l i c s e c t o r i n s t i t u t i o n s which are p a r t i c u l a r l y a c t i v e 
i n the n a t i o n a l p l ann ing process. 
I n a d d i t i o n , the F i f t h Conference o f M i n i s t e r s and Heads o f P lann ing o f 
L a t i n America and the Caribbean was h e l d i n Mexico C i t y from 15 t o 17 A p r i l 1985. 
The s i x t h meeting o f the ILPES Techn ica l Committee, made up o f the heads o f 
de lega t i on o f the p a r t i c i p a t i n g member governments, took p lace d u r i n g the course 
o f t h i s Conference. Dur ing the d e l i b e r a t i o n s o f the Conference and o f the Techn ica l 
Committee, emphasis was p laced on the importance o f s t r eng then ing r e g i o n a l 
co -opera t ion and i n t e g r a t i o n , and a t t e n t i o n was drawn t o the progress made i n 
t h i s regard s ince the c r e a t i o n o f the System o f Co-opera t ion and C o - o r d i n a t i o n 
among Planning Bodies o f L a t i n America and the Caribbean (SCCOPALC). 
6. TCDC a c t i v i t i e s i n the a g r i c u l t u r a l s e c t o r 
Since 1980, ECLAC, FAO and UNDP have been c a r r y i n g out a r e g i o n a l t r a i n i n g programme 
under the r e g i o n a l p r o j e c t f o r t r a i n i n g i n p l a n n i n g , programming, a g r i c u l t u r a l 
p r o j e c t s and r u r a l development (PROCADES). The second phase o f the programme, 
which was begun i n 1985, w i l l end i n December 1986 and i s aimed a t c o n s o l i d a t i n g 
the r e s u l t s a l ready ob ta ined and s t r e n g t h e n i n g the h o r i z o n t a l c o - o p e r a t i o n 
components o f n a t i o n a l and sub reg iona l i n s t i t u t i o n s which have p a r t i c i p a t e d i n 
the courses organ ized o r suppor ted by PROCADES (29 courses i n 10 c o u n t r i e s o f the 
r e g i o n , a t tended by some 900 s t u d e n t s ) . 
With t h i s o b j e c t i v e , PROCADES i s d i r e c t i n g i t s a c t i v i t i e s towards co -ope ra t i on 
i n the es tab l ishment o f a co -ope ra t i on network i n the area o f work o f the programme. 
A number o f n a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s which have r e c e i v e d support f rom PROCADES are 
p lann ing t o ac t as sub reg iona l t r a i n i n g cent res f o r s p e c i a l i z e d pe rsonne l , which 
w i l l make them key elements i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n and o p e r a t i o n o f t h e ne twork . 
Under the auspices o f PROCADES and the N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e f o r A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Technology o f the A rgen t ine Repub l i c , these i n s t i t u t i o n s h e l d a work ing meet ing 
i n Buenos A i r es i n November 1985, a t which they adopted agreements on the c r e a t i o n 
o f the L a t i n American A s s o c i a t i o n f o r T r a i n i n g Programmes i n A g r i c u l t u r a l and 
Rura l Planning and Development P r o j e c t s (ACADES). 
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The ECLAC Subreg iona l Headquarters f o r the C a r i b b e a n , . i n i t s capac i t y as the 
s e c r e t a r i a t o f the Caribbean Development and Co-opera t ion Committee (CDCC), has 
he lped t o prepare a p roposa l f o r the es tab l i shment o f a Caribbean network f o r 
co -ope ra t i on i n a g r i c u l t u r a l resea rch , designed t o serve t h e member c o u n t r i e s o f 
CDCC by s t reng then ing t h e i r n a t i o n a l research capac i t y and i n c r e a s i n g the p roduc t ion 
o f a g r i c u l t u r a l goods e s s e n t i a l f o r the sub reg ion ' s economy and food s u p p l i e s . 
S p e c i f i c a l l y , t he proposed network w i l l pu t i n t o p r a c t i c e a TCDC programme f o r 
ensur ing more e f f e c t i v e use o f the technology a v a i l a b l e i n the s e c t o r . 
I n August 1984 the CDCC„ w i t h suppor t f rom t h e ECLAC Subregional Headquarters 
f o r the Car ibbean, o rgan ized a. second workshop on a g r i c u l t u r a l management and 
research i n the Caribbean subreg ion , which l e d t o a p roposa l by t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Centre f o r T r o p i c a l A g r i c u l t u r e (CIAT) o f C a l i f o r the c r e a t i o n o f a Caribbean 
r e g i o n a l network f o r research on r i c e , a s t a p l e i n g r e d i e n t o f t h e Caribbean d i e t 
which i s produced p r i m a r i l y by sma l l fa rmers . The network would be a imed.at 
s t r eng then ing n a t i o n a l research c a p a c i t y , promot ing c o - o p e r a t i o n i n connect ion 
w i t h problems o f r e g i o n a l scope and f a c i l i t a t i n g the h o r i z o n t a l t r a n s f e r o f 
p roduc t i on techno log ies developed by p a r t i c i p a t i n g bod ies . 
7. TCDC a c t i v i t i e s i n o the r .a reas o f t h e : ECLAC programme.of work , 
a) Regional development 
ECLAC c o l l a b o r a t e d i n the p r e p a r a t i o n -pf . the -seminar on i n t e g r a t i o n and 
r e g i o n a l development i n A rgen t i ne -Ch i l ean Patagonia .17/ he ld a t Punta Arenas, 
Chi le , , f rom 26 t o 29 November 1935 and sponsored a l so by Argen t ine and Ch i lean 
u n i v e r s i t i e s l o c a t e d i n the f a r south o f bo th coun t r i es ; . . 
The seminar drew a t t e n t i o n t o the f a c t , t h a t . .co-operat ion among the 
u n i v e r s i t i e s was one area i n which i n t e g r a t i o n between the t w o : c o u n t r i e s cou ld 
be a c c e l e r a t e d . To t h a t end, a p roposa l was.made t o h o l d t h e . f i r s t A rgen t i ne -
Ch i lean I n t e r u n i v e r s i t y Co-opera t ion Meet ing a t Comodoro R ivadav ia , A r g e n t i n a , 
i n A p r i l 1986; . . . . . . . , , ' . . 
b ) Savings and c r e d i t co -opera t i ves 
With suppor t f rom the Government o f the Nether lands» the ECLAC Mexico O f f i c e 
o rgan ized a seminar on t he promot ion o f c l o s e r t i e s between C e n t r a l American 
f e d e r a t i o n s o f sav ings and. c r e d i t , c o - o p e r a t i v e s , which was h e l d i n Mexico C i t y 
on 28 February and I .March 1985. . ' . „ ' . . ' . 
P a r t i c i p a n t s i n the meet ing i nc luded execu t i ves o f the f ede ra t i ons , p f 
sav ings and c r e d i t co -ope ra t i ves o f the s i x c o u n t r i e s o f the C e n t r a l American 
subregion (Costa R i ca , E l . S a l v a d o r , Guatemala., Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama). 
The agenda i n c l u d e d the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f matters, o f mutua l concern, such, as 
t r a i n i n g and . j o i n t n e g o t i a t i o n o f e x t e r n a l f i n a n c i n g , which might c a l l f o r 
co -ope ra t i on i n i t i a t i v e s among the federa t ions . . . 
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c) I n t e r c o n n e c t i o n o f C e n t r a l American e l e c t r i c i t y systems . 
The ECLAC Mexico O f f i c e ac ted as s e c r e t a r i a t f o r t he n i n t h and t e n t h meet ings 
o f the Regional Group on t he I n t e r c o n n e c t i o n o f E l e c t r i c i t y Systems (GRIE), h e l d i n 
Mexico C i t y f rom 21 t o 23 August 1985 and i n Panama C i t y on 30 and 31 January 1986, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , under the Programme o f Reg iona l A c t i v i t i e s i n the C e n t r a l American 
E l e c t r i c i t y Subsector (PARSEICA). 
GRIE i s an impor tan t mechanism f o r h o r i z o n t a l co -ope ra t i on among the 
e l e c t r i c i t y companies p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the Reg iona l Programme w i t h a view t o the 
i n t e g r a t i o n o f the e l e c t r i c i t y systems o f the subreg ion . At r ecen t meetings a 
number o f dec is ions were adopted f o r s t r e n g t h e n i n g the l i n k s e x i s t i n g between the 
coun t r i es w i t h r ega rd t o the p r o d u c t i o n and exchange o f e l e c t r i c i t y . 
d) Documentary i n f o r m a t i o n systems 
A meet ing oh microcomput ing and documentary i n f o r m a t i o n systems i n L a t i n 
America was h e l d a t ECLAC headquarters i n San t iago , C h i l e , f rom 24 t o 27 A p r i l 1984. 
This meet ing was h e l d under the auspices o f t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development Research 
Centre (IDRC) o f Canada, ECLAC and the UNESCO General I n f o r m a t i o n Programme. 
The main purpose o f the meet ing was t o examine exper iences i n microcomput ing 
and documentary i n f o r m a t i o n systems i n the r e g i o n and t o cons ider p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
f o r h o r i z o n t a l co -ope ra t i on i n t he development o f i n f o r m a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s . 
The meeting c o n s t i t u t e d a f i r s t s tep i n h o r i z o n t a l co -ope ra t i on i n t h i s f i e l d i n 
L a t i n America. 
c * A c t i v i t i e s a t the i n t e r r e g i o n a l l e v e l 
1. C o - o r d i n a t i o n among the r e g i o n a l commissions 
At the i n t e r r e g i o n a l l e v e l , co -ope ra t i on among deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s i s g r e a t l y 
f u r t h e r e d by the r e g i o n a l commissions, wh ich , because o f t h e i r geograph ica l 
l o c a t i o n , the broad scope o f t h e i r terms o f r e f e r e n c e , the m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y na tu re 
o f t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s and the exper ience they have acqu i red i n the f o r m u l a t i o n and 
implementat ion o f r e g i o n a l and sub reg iona l c o - o p e r a t i o n p r o j e c t s , are i n a p o s i t i o n 
t o p l ay a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n the promot ion and suppor t o f t e c h n i c a l and economic 
co -ope ra t i on among the deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s . Consequent ly , the i n c r e a s i n g use i n ' 
recent years o f j o i n t programming and c o - o p e r a t i o n , c o - o r d i n a t i o n and c o n s u l t a t i o n 
l i n k s among the r e g i o n a l commissions has become c r u c i a l f o r TCDC and ECDC promot ion 
and support a c t i v i t i e s a t the i n t e r r e g i o n a l l e v e l . 
The programme t o promote c o - o p e r a t i o n between A f r i c a and L a t i n Amer ica, which 
was undertaken i n June 1982 as a r e s u l t o f t h e j o i n t i n i t i a t i v e by ECLAC and the 
Economic Commission f o r A f r i c a , the proposa ls w i t h rega rd t o i n t e r r e g i o n a l 
co -opera t ion p e r i o d i c a l l y submi t ted by the r e g i o n a l commissions t o t he Economic 
and S o c i a l Counc i l and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , the p e r i o d i c meetings o f the Execut ive 
S e c r e t a r i e s , a t wh ich , among o t h e r i tems o f mutua l i n t e r e s t , c o n s i d e r a t i o n i s g i ven 
t o the progress be ing made by the r e g i o n a l commissions i n t h i s f i e l d , are concrete 
examples o f the concer ted a c t i o n taken by the r e g i o n a l commissions i n t h i s r e g a r d . 
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The c o - o r d i n a t i o n o f the r e g i o n a l commissions i n o rde r t o promote i n t e r r e g i o n a 
c o - o p e r a t i o n i s c a r r i e d ou t i n pursuance o f Economic and S o c i a l Counc i l r e s o l u t i o n 
1983/66, i n which the Counc i l c a l l e d upon t h e Execu t i ve Sec re ta r i es o f the r e g i o n a l 
commissions t o organ ize p e r i o d i c c o n s u l t a t i o n s between t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e commissions 
and Un i t ed Nat ions o r g a n i z a t i o n s and e n t i t i e s and s p e c i a l i z e d agencies engaged i n 
TCDC/ECDC a c t i v i t i e s a t the r e g i o n a l and i n t e r r e g i o n a l l e v e l s . 
I n p a r t i c u l a r , i t shou ld be noted t h a t f rom 25 t o 27 February 1985 a meeting 
o f the Execu t i ve S e c r e t a r i e s o f the r e g i o n a l commissions was h e l d a t t he headquarter 
o f the Economic Commission f o r A f r i c a (ECA) a t Addis Ababa t o examine i n i t i a t i v e s 
t o promote t e c h n i c a l and economic c o - o p e r a t i o n among the deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s o f 
d i f f e r e n t geograph ica l r e g i o n s , t o i d e n t i f y new proposa ls t o s t reng then t h i s 
c o - o p e r a t i o n , and t o e s t a b l i s h more a p p r o p r i a t e c o n s u l t a t i o n and c o - o r d i n a t i o n 
mechanisms f o r c a r r y i n g ou t j o i n t a c t i v i t i e s i n t h i s r e g a r d . 
2» Proposed j o i n t p r o j e c t s o f t h e r e g i o n a l commissions 
f o r promot ing i n t e r r e g i o n a l co -ope ra t i on 
At the meet ing r e f e r r e d t o above, the s e c r e t a r i a t s o f the commissions fo rmu la ted 
terms o f r e fe rence f o r p r o j e c t s which might be c a r r i e d out t o promote and support 
TCDC and ECDC a t the i n t e r r e g i o n a l l e v e l . 
The p roposa ls prepared by the r e g i o n a l commissions r e f e r t o tasks which were 
d i s t r i b u t e d on the bas i s o f the execu t i ng agency r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s taken on by some 
o f the commissions i n each r e s p e c t i v e f i e l d : 
i ) ECLAC: t r a d e i n f o r m a t i o n and promot ion o f i n t e r r e g i o n a l t r a d e ; t r ade 
f i n a n c i n g ; t r a d e agreements and j o i n t v e n t u r e s ; the purchas ing power o f t he 
p u b l i c s e c t o r and t h e . r o l e o f S ta te e n t e r p r i s e s ; t r a i n i n g i n s e l e c t e d aspects 
o f the development o f m i n e r a l r esou rces , and f a c i l i t a t i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a f f i c 
( i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t he Economic Commission f o r Europe) . 
i i ) Economic Commission f o r A f r i c a (ECA): development o f b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s 
f o r l ow -cos t hous ing ; f e r t i l i z e r s and p e s t i c i d e s w i t h i n the framework o f the 
I n d u s t r i a l Development Decade f o r A f r i c a ; t r a d e between A f r i c a n and Arab c o u n t r i e s ; 
use o f con ta i ne rs and mu l t imoda l t r a n s p o r t ; and employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 
women and young people i n r u r a l areas. 
i i i ) Economic and S o c i a l Commission f o r As ia and the P a c i f i c (ESCAP): 
i n t e r r e g i o n a l t r a d e i n s e l e c t e d commodi t ies; i n f o r m a t i o n , development and consul tanc 
s e r v i c e s i n connec t ion w i t h f e r t i l i z e r s ; f ood s e c u r i t y , i n p a r t i c u l a r e a r l y warning 
systems; improvement o f s t r a t e g i e s on p l a n n i n g , development and t he use o f manpower 
f o r i n t e g r a t e d development; and savings and a g r a r i a n c r e d i t systems. 
The above proposa ls were examined a t a genera l l e v e l d u r i n g the meet ing o f 
the Execu t i ve S e c r e t a r i e s o f the r e g i o n a l commissions h e l d a t t he headquar ters o f 
the Economic Commission f o r Europe, i n Geneva, on 11 and 12 J u l y 1985 and are now 
the s u b j e c t o f c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h e n t i t i e s and bodies o f the Un i t ed Nat ions system 
w i t h a v iew t o s t r e n g t h e n i n g the c o - o r d i n a t i o n w i t h i n the system as c a l l e d f o r 
i n r e s o l u t i o n 1983/66 o f t he Economic and S o c i a l Counc i l . 
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These p r o j e c t p r o p o s a l s , taken as a whole , c o n s t i t u t e the framework w i t h i n 
which i t i s hoped t o develop the next j o i n t i n i t i a t i v e s o f t h e r e g i o n a l commissions 
f o r ach iev ing the necessary c o - o r d i n a t i o n w i t h r e l e v a n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f t he 
Un i ted Nat ions system i n accordance w i t h the va r i ous s u b j e c t f i e l d s s e l e c t e d , f o r 
m o b i l i z i n g the resources which w i l l be r e q u i r e d i n the o p e r a t i o n a l phase o f ;the 
p r o j e c t s , and f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g a p p r o p r i a t e l i n k s w i t h n a t i o n a l bodies i n the 
va r i ous sec to rs covered by t h i s group o f p r o j e c t s 
The r e g i o n a l commissions have a l so been work ing on the launch ing o f an 
i n t e r r e g i o n a l p r o j e c t on t r a n s n a t i o n a l bank ing , w i t h the suppor t o f the Un i t ed 
Nat ions Centre on T r a n s n a t i o n a l Co rpo ra t i ons . The p r o j e c t i s aimed a t improv ing 
the ba rga in ing p o s i t i o n o f the. deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s v i s - a - v i s t r a n s n a t i o n a l banks, 
i n view o f the i n c r e a s i n g importance o f the l a t t e r w i t h i n t he present con tex t o f 
r e l a t i o n s between the deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s , on the one hand, and the developed 
c o u n t r i e s , on the o t h e r . I n more immediate te rms , the p r o j e c t seeks t o e s t a b l i s h 
a data base f o r t he purposes o f o b t a i n i n g f u l l e r i n f o r m a t i o n concern ing the behaviour 
o f t r a n s n a t i o n a l banks w i t h respec t t o t he i n t e r n a t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l marke t , t he 
e x t e r n a l p r i v a t e debt o f the r e l a t i v e l y l e s s developed c o u n t r i e s , and the t r e n d 
towards l i b e r a l i z a t i o n o f the n a t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l sec to rs o f many, deve lop ing 
c o u n t r i e s . 
3. Other j o i n t a c t i v i t i e s o f t he r e g i o n a l commissions 
The r e g i o n a l commissions worked t o g e t h e r t o prepare a r e p o r t which was submi t ted 
a t the f o u r t h meet ing o f the In te rgove rnmen ta l Fo l low-up and C o - o r d i n a t i o n Committee 
o f the Group o f 77, h e l d a t J a k a r t a i n August 1985, a t which ESCAP represen ted 
a l l t he r e g i o n a l commissions. Th is Committee p e r i o d i c a l l y rev iews t h e progress 
achieved i n the imp lementa t ion o f the Caratas Programme o f Ac t i on .adop ted by the 
deve lop ing coun t r i es and r e g i o n s . Since the c o n t r i b u t i o n made by the Un i ted Nat ions 
system t o t h i s Programme was examined and eva lua ted a t the two preced ing meetings 
o f the Committee ( T u n i s , 1983. and Cartagena, 1984) , s p e c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e i s be ing 
a t tached t o the va r i ous ways i n which t he r e g i o n a l commissions are a c t u a l l y h e l p i n g 
t o achieve the aims o f the Programme o f A c t i o n w i t h i n t he framework o f t h e i r own 
programmes o f work , as i s c l e a r f rom the r e p o r t prepared f o r the J a k a r t a meet ing . 
I n the case o f ECLAC, t h e r e have been a c t i v i t i e s which are d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d 
t o c e r t a i n areas o f the Caracas Programme o f A c t i o n which the Committee emphasized 
as be ing o f p a r t i c u l a r p r i o r i t y a t i t s meetings a t Cartagena and J a k a r t a : t h i s i s 
so , f o r example, w i t h rega rd t o the p r o j e c t t o e s t a b l i s h the M u l t i s e c t o r a l 
I n f o rma t i on Network and the i n i t i a t i v e s r e l a t i n g t o the es tab l i shment o f a bank 
f o r develop ing c o u n t r i e s . With respec t t o bo th these cases, ECLAC has p a r t i c i p a t e d 
i n meetings o f exper t s h e l d w i t h i n t he framework o f t he Caracas Programme o f 
A c t i o n t o cons ider the t e c h n i c a l aspects o f the f e a s i b i l i t y o f such p r o j e c t s . 1 8 / 
With regard t o t he M u l t i s e c t o r a l I n f o r m a t i o n Network p r o j e c t , p e r t i n e n t 
o rgan i za t i ons and bodies i n the Un i t ed Nat ions system i n gene ra l and t he r e g i o n a l 
commissions i n p a r t i c u l a r have s t r essed the need t o take advantage o f the 
i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i n g t o TCDC/ECDC accumulated i n i n f o r m a t i o n systems and networks 
a l ready ope ra t i ng w i t h i n t he Un i ted Nat ions system. As f o r ECLAC's suppor t t o the 
M u l t i s e c t o r a l I n f o r m a t i o n Network , i t would be p rov ided oh the b a s i s o f the 
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exper ience acqu i red i n the o p e r a t i o n o f the va r i ous r e g i o n a l - l e v e l data bases which 
are a v a i l a b l e i n the ECLAC system. At the meet ing on the M u l t i s e c t o r a l I n f o rma t i on 
Network mentioned above, which was h e l d a t Bogota i n J u l y 1985, ECLAC p rov ided 
d e t a i l s concern ing the v a r i o u s i n f o r m a t i o n se r v i ces which i t cou ld c o n t r i b u t e t o 
t h i s p r i o r i t y i n i t i a t i v e o f t he deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s . 
Wi th regard t o the i n i t i a t i v e o f the Group o f 77 aimed a t the es tab l ishment 
o f a bank f o r deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s , ECLAC prepared a s tudy f o r submission t o the 
t e c h n i c a l meet ing ment ioned above on the Bank o f the South, a t which the c r i t e r i a 
f o r s e t t i n g up and o p e r a t i n g a L a t i n American m u l t i n a t i o n a l commercial bank were 
se t f o r t h . 
Another j o i n t a c t i v i t y c a r r i e d out by the r e g i o n a l commissions was the 
p r e p a r a t i o n and p r e s e n t a t i o n o f a r e p o r t t o the f o u r t h sess ion o f the H igh-Leve l 
Committee on the Review o f Techn ica l Co-opera t ion among Developing Count r ies 
(New York , 28 t o 31 May 1985) , a t which c o n s i d e r a t i o n was g i ven t o the tasks 
c a r r i e d out by t he r e g i o n a l commissions t o promote and suppor t TCDC w i t h i n the 
framework o f the Buenos A i r e s Plan o f A c t i o n and t h e i r own terms o f r e fe rence . 
As a t the preced ing t h r e e sess ions o f the Committee (1980, 1981 and 1983), the 
j o i n t document p rov i ded i n f o r m a t i o n which supplemented the r e p o r t o f the 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f UNDP. 
F i n a l l y , i t shou ld be noted t h a t the r e g i o n a l commissions are work ing w i t h 
t he Government o f t he Federa l Republ ic o f Germany t o prepare an i n t e r n a t i o n a l round 
t a b l e on the f o r m u l a t i o n o f development p o l i c i e s f o r t e c h n i c a l and economic 
co -ope ra t i on among deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s a t the r e g i o n a l and i n t e r r e g i o n a l l e v e l s . 
Th is meet ing , which w i l l t ake p lace i n J u l y 1986, w i l l be h e l d f o r the purpose o f 
examining the p r i n c i p a l achievements i n t h a t sphere and the c o n t i n u i n g obs tac les 
t o the f u l l e r development o f TCDC and ECDC. 
I I I . GUIDELINES FOR FUTURE ACTIVITIES OF THE ECLAC SYSTEM TO PROMOTE AND 
SUPPORT CO-OPERATION AMONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND REGIONS 
As shown i n the p reced ing s e c t i o n s o f t h i s document ? ECLAC has g i ven i t s support 
and co -ope ra t i on i n o rde r t o respond as e f f e c t i v e l y as p o s s i b l e t o the needs and 
i n i t i a t i v e s o f c o u n t r i e s w i t h rega rd t o the use o f d i f f e r e n t k inds o f co -ope ra t i on 
among deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s . I n some cases the m o b i l i z a t i o n o f the ECLAC system 
has f a c i l i t a t e d the p r o v i s i o n o f i n f o r m a t i o n s e r v i c e s , g i v i n g a s p e c i f i c o r i e n t a t i o n 
f o r the t e c h n i c a l and s u b s t a n t i v e s t u d i e s c a r r i e d out by the S e c r e t a r i a t and 
i d e n t i f y i n g p r a c t i c a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r c o - o p e r a t i o n i n g i ven sec to rs so t h a t 
requ i rements and a v a i l a b i l i t i e s i n terms o f p o s s i b l e h o r i z o n t a l co -ope ra t i on l i n k s 
can be d e f i n e d . I n o t h e r cases, the S e c r e t a r i a t has put f o rward proposa ls f o r 
p r o j e c t s d i r e c t l y aimed a t promot ing TCDC/ECDC and has m o b i l i z e d the resources 
needed t o implement those p r o j e c t s , seek ing t o i n c l u d e i n them those n a t i o n a l bodies 
and e n t i t i e s wh ich , i n the l a s t a n a l y s i s , a re t he r e a l agents o f c o - o p e r a t i o n among 
deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s . I n s t i l l o t h e r cases, t h e S e c r e t a r i a t has p layed the r o l e 
o f c a t a l y s t i n t h e c r e a t i o n and launch ing o f co -ope ra t i on networks designed t o 
make p o s s i b l e r e l a t i v e l y s t a b l e exchanges and l i n k s between c o - o p e r a t i o n agents 
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a t the count ry l e v e l . There have a lso been cases where the S e c r e t a r i a t has ac ted 
as an e n t i t y p r o v i d i n g t e c h n i c a l suppor t t o h o r i z o n t a l co -ope ra t i on networks and 
o rgan i za t i ons i n sec to rs o f i n t e r e s t t o the c o u n t r i e s , i n response t o requests 
made by the l a t t e r . 
The exper ience acqu i red through the many a c t i v i t i e s per formed i n the pas t 
and the recen t a p p r a i s a l s o f the progress made by co -ope ra t i on among deve lop ing 
coun t r i es w i t h i n the Un i ted Nat ions c l e a r l y show t h a t t he re are s t i l l enormous 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r ach iev i ng a more dynamic and e f f e c t i v e m o b i l i z a t i o n o f the 
d i f f e r e n t components o f t h e system i n o rder t o respond t o the needs o f the 
develop ing c o u n t r i e s . 
While i t i s t r u e t h a t , i n the p a r t i c u l a r case o f the r e g i o n a l commissions, 
some o f the gene ra l c r i t i c a l observa t ions made i n the e v a l u a t i o n s o f the system 
are not e n t i r e l y v a l i d , i t would be a mis take t o take t h a t as grounds f o r 
complacency. That i s no t the s p i r i t t h a t imbues the r e g i o n a l commissions i n the 
performance o f t h e i r r o l e t o promote and suppor t co -ope ra t i on among deve lop ing 
coun t r i es and r e g i o n s . 
I n the case o f ECLAC, the S e c r e t a r i a t f e e l s t h a t t h i s would be an app rop r i a t e 
t ime t o draw up main g u i d e l i n e s t o ensure t h a t i t s work responds even more 
e f f e c t i v e l y t o the needs o f t he coun t r i es o f the r e g i o n . 
I n the f i r s t p l a c e , t he re i s a need t o emphasize the a c t i v e na tu re o f the 
r o l e assigned t o the S e c r e t a r i a t . I t i s w e l l known t h a t , as regards co -ope ra t i on 
among deve lop ing coun t r i es and reg ions ( e s p e c i a l l y t e c h n i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n , which 
i s a p a r t i c u l a r mode o f such a i d ) , the r o l e o f the bodies and e n t i t i e s o f the 
Un i ted Nat ions system i n genera l and o f ECLAC i n p a r t i c u l a r i s t o promote and 
support t e c h n i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n . Th is i s a r o l e which has been c o r r e c t l y d e f i n e d 
as " c a t a l y t i c " , i n which ECLAC ac ts as a dynamic, bu t no t d i r e c t , agent o f TCDC. 
I n s h o r t , t h i s r o l e means t h a t the a c t i v i t i e s o f the S e c r e t a r i a t should serve 
t o f a c i l i t a t e co -ope ra t i on i n i t i a t i v e s t h a t are the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f the c o u n t r i e s 
themselves. Th is bas i c l i m i t a t i o n on t he r o l e o f the Un i ted Nat ions system i n no 
way means t h a t the bodies and e n t i t i e s o f the system must adopt a pass ive a t t i t u d e , 
w a i t i n g f o r requests and needs t o be s p e l l e d out f o r them be fo re they can a c t . 
Experience shows t h a t t h i s a t t i t u d e does not f i t i n w i t h the c a t a l y t i c r o l e 
expected o f the system. 
I t can be seen f rom the r e p o r t on the a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d out by the S e c r e t a r i a t 
t h a t those cases i n which success fu l r e s u l t s have been achieved i n connec t ion w i t h 
co -ope ra t i on i n d i c a t e t h a t the dynamism which the agents promot ing c o - o p e r a t i o n 
can impar t t o t h e i r work , e s p e c i a l l y i n the i n i t i a l phases o f the p rocess , has a 
g rea t impact on the f i n a l r e s u l t t h a t i s hoped f o r . I t cannot be denied t h a t t o 
some ex ten t t h i s dynamism depends on the resources a v a i l a b l e , bu t exper ience a l so 
shows t h a t many i n i t i a t i v e s can be adopted t o promote TCDC/ECDC, even w i t h the 
ser ious l i m i t a t i o n s on resources now a f f e c t i n g the Un i ted Nat ions system as a 
whole. 
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I t i s necessary t o de f i ne the f i e l d s o f TCDC and ECDC and the f u n c t i o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p which e x i s t s between the two forms o f co -ope ra t i on as a c c u r a t e l y as 
p o s s i b l e i n o rder t o have c l e a r p o i n t s o f re fe rence f o r use i n programming the 
cor responding promot ion and suppor t a c t i v i t i e s and thereby t o make the achievement 
o f s a t i s f a c t o r y r e s u l t s a r e a l p o s s i b i l i t y . The use o f s t r i c t c r i t e r i a f o r 
d e f i n i n g what c o n s t i t u t e s h o r i z o n t a l co -ope ra t i on and drawing a d i s t i n c t i o n between 
i t and " t r a d i t i o n a l " c o - o p e r a t i o n i s a lso a p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r good r e s u l t s . I n 
a d d i t i o n , a c l e a r d i s t i n c t i o n between TCDC and ECDC and a r i g i d d e f i n i t i o n o f 
h o r i z o n t a l c o - o p e r a t i o n w i l l f a c i l i t a t e the task o f assess ing the t r u e importance 
which t he ECLAC system a t taches t o a c t i v i t i e s r e l a t i n g t o co -ope ra t i on among 
deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s and regions.., c a r e f u l l y avo id i ng both over and underes t ima t ion . 
I t would a l so be d e s i r a b l e t o e s t a b l i s h even c l o s e r r e l a t i o n s w i t h the na t iona j 
c o - o r d i n a t i o n cen t res r e s p o n s i b l e f o r co -ope ra t i on among deve lop ing coun t r i es and 
r e g i o n s , and t o t h i s end the S e c r e t a r i a t ' deems i t necessary t o i n t e n s i f y the 
e f f o r t s t o m a i n t a i n r e g u l a r and r a p i d channels o f communication w i t h such cen t res . 
Not on l y i s i t p o s s i b l e t o s t reng then the l i n k s between ECLAC and such n a t i o n a l . 
c e n t r e s , however: i t would a l s o be p o s s i b l e f o r t he S e c r e t a r i a t t o he lp i n 
f a c i l i t a t i n g t he communication and exchange o f exper ience among the n a t i o n a l 
cen t res themselves. I n p a r t i c u l a r , an a c t i v e r o l e by the S e c r e t a r i a t i n t h i s 
connect ion cou ld h e l p t o ex tend the knowledge o f ' each n a t i o n a l TCDC/ECDC c o - o r d i n a t i n g 
cen t re concern ing the i n s t i t u t i o n a l arrangements and o p e r a t i o n a l procedures o f the 
o t h e r cen t res . 
To t h i s end, ECLAC cou ld undertake c e r t a i n tasks connected w i t h t he ga the r i ng 
and s y s t e m a t i z a t i o n o f u p - t o - d a t e i n f o r m a t i o n on the p o i n t s i n d i c a t e d and cou ld 
submit t o the n a t i o n a l c o - o r d i n a t i n g cent res proposa ls s p e c i f i c a l l y designed t o 
s t reng then the l i n k s between them, making maximum use o f mechanisms and ins t ruments 
a l ready i n ex i s tence and t a k i n g i n t o account the l i m i t a t i o n s on a v a i l a b l e resources. 
I n a d d i t i o n , i t i s necessary t o cont inue t o app ly the c r i t e r i o n t h a t a l l the 
r e a l agents o f c o - o p e r a t i o n among deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s and r e g i o n s , i n both the 
governmental and t he non-governmental s e c t o r s , as the case may be , must be i n v o l v e d 
i n the a c t i v i t i e s t o promote and suppor t such c o - o p e r a t i o n . I t i s a recognized f a c t 
t h a t t he pr ime r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h i s type o f co -ope ra t i on r e s t s w i t h the 
governments and i t i s t h e r e f o r e t h e i r dec is ions which determine the support 
a c t i v i t i e s t h a t i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l bodies can pe r fo rm. The work done by the 
S e c r e t a r i a t t o i n v o l v e a broad spectrum o f co -ope ra t i on agents i n these a c t i v i t i e s 
f a l l s w i t h i n t h i s frame and i s c a r r i e d out i n c lose c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h government 
agencies o f c o u n t r i e s w i s h i n g t o employ forms o f TCDC i n g iven s e c t o r s . 
F i n a l l y , f rom t h e o v e r a l l pe rspec t i ve o f the Un i ted Nat ions system and i n view 
o f the r o l e which t h e r e g i o n a l commissions p l a y w i t h i n i t , i t i s v i t a l t h a t the 
e f f o r t s made by the v a r i o u s s e c r e t a r i a t s w i t h i n the framework o f the r e l e v a n t 
r e s o l u t i o n s o f t he Economic and S o c i a l Counc i l should c o n t i n u e , i n o rder t o make 
more e f f e c t i v e t he c o - o r d i n a t e d a c t i o n o f the r e g i o n a l commissions designed t o g ive 
impetus t o c o - o p e r a t i o n among deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s and reg ions i n areas o f mutua l 
concern, w i t h adequate p a r t i c i p a t i o n by the bodies and e n t i t i e s o f the Un i ted 
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